
Outdoor Learning @ Seven Lochs

Bug Hunt



Introduction

A bug hunt is a great way for children to get up close to nature. It gets them out 

in the fresh air, encourages them to use their observation skills, and gives them a 

chance to get hands-on with wildlife. Children will gain skills in identification, 

numeracy, speech, language and communication.

Bug hunts are a brilliant opportunity for children to learn about food-chains, 

habitats and the various factors that all animals (including humans!) need for to 

stay alive. Whilst searching for the minibeasts you can discuss where they live 

and why they live there. Do they need to hide from predators? Do they need to 

be near a water source? How far do they have to go to find food?
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Curriculum links



Bug Hunt – leader instructions

• First discuss where you might find bugs, and how to use the ID guide to 

identify what you find.

• Ask children to find a small pencil sized stick. This can be used to handle 

bugs carefully and avoid having to pick them up.

• Working in groups of 3 or 4 – with one tray per group, and one bug pot per 

pupil – spread out where staff can still keep an eye on them and start 

hunting. One adult helping 2 or 3 groups with where to look and what they’ve 

found is ideal.

• Encourage children to look in different places, in long grass, amongst dead 

leaves, under logs and stones – and think about where they find most bugs.

• Put slugs and snails straight into trays rather than pots to avoid everything 

getting very slimy.

• After about 20 minutes get together to share what pupils have found, where 

they found them and why. Take photos of favourite bugs, or anything you 

can’t identify, for classroom research.

• Wash hands and equipment with soapy water.

What you will need

Prep time: 5 mins

Activity Time: 30 mins+

Clearing up: 10 mins

Equipment:

• White trays (approx. 30 x 20cm)

• Bug pots (small yogurt pots will 

do)

• Minibeast ID guides

• Hand gel / wipes

• First aid kit

Other useful equipment is:

• Magnifying glasses

• Bug nets 



Have you found any of these?

Bug Hunt worksheet

✓ Use a small stick, bug pot and tray to find and take a close look at some 

fantastic minibeasts.

✓ Bugs are small and delicate. Pick them up by letting them crawl onto a stick 

and put them carefully into a tray or a bug pot for a better look. Use a 

magnifier if you have one.

✓ Put slugs and snails in a separate tray as their slime will make everything 

sticky which isn’t good for other bugs.

✓ Bugs are everywhere – look on plants, under logs and in long grass and 

fallen leaves.

✓ Use the pictures on this worksheet to identify what you have found. Look at 

what makes them similar, and what makes them different.

✓ Think about where you found the bugs, and why they live there.

✓ Put the bugs back where you found them. Remember – a bug may not 

survive if you put it back far from its home.



Bug Hunt – before and after activities

Before going bug hunting you could:

• Look at pictures and learn the names of some common 

minibeasts.

• Learn about food chains and food webs.

When you come back you could:

• Research the bugs you have found to identify different 

species and learn about their life-cycle.

• Draw or paint pictures of the creatures you have found, 

or writing stories about ‘life as a bug’.

• Make a bug hotel, create a log pile or plant some 

wildflowers to encourage minibeasts into your school 

grounds. Search on-line for instructions on how to make 

these.

Health and safety hints and tips
• Uneven ground – warn about slips, trips and falls

• Litter / dog fouling – check for cleanliness before activity, 

and clear or avoid any hazards

• Public spaces – work away from busy paths and keep 

paths clear of equipment

• Weather conditions – check weather for suitability, and 

make sure pupil’s clothing and footwear matches 

weather conditions

• Lifting logs and stones – specify maximum size for logs 

and stones that can be moved, and demonstrate safe 

lifting techniques

• Hazardous plants – check for stinging and thorny plants 

before the activity and show pupils the plants or areas to 

be avoided

• Bites and stings – do not catch or handle flying insects. 

Look out for insect nests and avoid. Advise pupils that 

long sleeves / trousers are best.

• Always have a first aider and first aid kit on site


