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Introduction

Pond dipping is a fun activity for children of all ages to explore an
aquatic habitat. It is a great way to introduce them to a wide range
of plants, invertebrates and amphibians. It also offers an
opportunity to learn about food chains and food webs as well as
discovering variations in lifecycles.

For your class, a pond dipping trip will satisfy many of the criteria
for learning about life processes and living things, and it can also
be used to provide inspiration for art, maths or English.

Key words: food chain, food web, carnivore, herbivore, omnivore,
Invertebrate, amphibian, insect, predator, prey, (micro) habitats,
minibeast, bug, larvae, agquatic, swim, skate, wriggle.
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Second Stage

| can distinguish between living and non-living
things. | can sort living things into groups and
explain my decisions.

SCN 1-01a

| can explore examples of food chains and show

an appreciation of how animals and plants
depend on each other for food.
SCN 1-02a

| can identify and classify examples of living
things, past and present, to help me appreciate
their diversity. | can relate physical and
behavioural characteristics to their survival or
extinction.

SCN 2-01a

| can use my knowledge of the interactions and
energy flow between plants and animals in
ecosystems, food chains and webs. | have
contributed to the design or conservation of a
wildlife area.

SCN 2-02a




What you will need

Prep time: 5 mins
Activity Time: 30 mins+
Clearing up: 10 mins

Equipment:
Pond nets
White trays (approx. 20 x 30cm)
Plastic spoons and small pots
(small yogurt pots are good)
ID guides
Hand gel / wipes
First aid kit and throw rope

You could also take magnifying
glasses to get a closer look at the
animals you find




Which of these have you found?
Pond Dipping worksheet

v' Get an adult to help you fill a white tray with water and put it
somewhere flat on the ground 1 or 2 steps away from the pond
edge.
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Pond skater

v" Kneel at the pond edge, or stand a little bit back from the edge,
and put the pond net into the water and gently sweep it around.
Don’t go too deep or you will just get lots of mud.

v' Lift the net out of the water and carefully empty it into you tray
by turning it inside out. Try dipping in different ways and places
— on the surface, around pond plants, near the bottom.

v' Use a plastic spoon to lift some bugs (and water) into small pots
and use your magnifier and ID guide — or the pictures on this
worksheet — to identify what you have found.

Backswimmer

v' With the help of an adult carefully empty the tray back into the
pond. Make sure there are no creatures or plants left in your
net, tray and pots.

Insect larvae Water scorpion
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Health and safety hints and tips

» Water — give clear safety instructions for working around
water. Work in small groups with adult supervision
appropriate for the age of children. Make sure pupils
kneel or stand on solid ground at the pond edge.

» Use of equipment — demonstrate safe use of nets for
pond dipping

« Litter / dog fouling — check for cleanliness before activity,
and clear or avoid any hazards

* Public spaces — work away from busy paths and keep
paths clear of equipment

« Weather conditions — check weather for suitability, and
make sure pupil’s clothing and footwear matches
weather conditions

« Water borne disease — keep hands out of water as much
as possible. Use plastic spoons to pick up creatures.
Cover cuts with waterproof plasters and wash hands
before and after the activity.

« Always have a first aider and first aid kit on site
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